


 Influencing decision-makers
 Championing an issue
 Building support

 Action directed

WHAT IS ADVOCACY?



WHAT CAN IT DO?

Goal: Influence public policy, opinion, 

and/or practice.

When community members, local 
interest groups, or coalitions 

advocate together, communities 
are strengthened and the people 

are embowered.





SIGN, CONTACT, MEET



INEFFECTIVE ADVOCACY TACTICTS



CONTACTING YOUR LEGISLATOR

 www.oklegislature.go/FindMyLegislature.aspx

http://www.oklegislature.go/FindMyLegislature.aspx




THE OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE

H O U S E  O F  
R E P R E S E N T AT I V E S

 101 Members

 Two-year terms

 Republican 
controlled since 2004

 46 freshman in the 57th

 House speaker Charles 
mccall

S E N A T E

 48 Members

 Four-year terms

 Republican 
controlled since 2008

 10 freshman in the 57th

 President pro-tempore 
greg treat



LEGISLATIVE SESSION

In even years, the Regular legislative session begins at noon on the 
first Monday in February and is required to adjourn no later than 
5:00 PM on the last Friday in may. However, following election years, 
the legislature convenes in january on the Tuesday FOLLOWING THE 
FIRST MONDAY TO DETERMINE THE OUTCOMES OF STATEWIDE ELECTIONS.

SPECIAL SESSIONS CAN CONVENE BY THE CALL OF THE GOVERNOR OR AT THE 
REQUEST OF TWO-THIRDS OF THE SENATE AND TWO-THIRDS OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES.



WHERE DO BILLS COME FROM?

 REQUEST OF A GOVERNMENT AGENCEY OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 REQUEST OF AN INTEREST GROUP

 REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

 REQUEST OF A CONSTITUENT

 NATIONAL MODEL LEGISLATION

 LEGISLATOR’S INTEREST

 INTERIM STUDY



THE PATH OF A BILL

First 
Reading

Second 
Reading

Committee 
Assignment

Committee 
Hearing

Third 
Reading

Chamber 
Vote



THE PATH OF A BILL

First Reading: Introduced 
by legislator; “read” into the 
house or senate journal; 
Procedural; usually in the 
first days of session

Second reading: referral of 
bills to committee; day 
following first reading

Committee assignment: 
determined by chamber 
leadership; senate 14 full 
standing, 6 appropriations 
subcommittees; house 22 full 
standing, 10 appropriations 
subcommittees

Committee hearing: chair 
places bill on the agenda; 
debate; vote; do pass or dies 
in committee

Third reading; placed on 
general order; changes 
can be made

Chamber vote: 51 votes in 
the house; 25 votes in the 
senate; two-thirds required 
if there is an emergency 
clause 

Proceeds to the opposite 
chamber: the bill follows 
the same path in the opposite 
chamber

Sent to the governors 
desk: Signed into law within 
5 days; becomes law with no 
action within 5 days; veto 
the bill



FEDERAL PROCESS



TRACKING LEGISLATION

www.oklegislature.gov

Click on the “Legislation” tab and then “Basic bill Search” and 
enter the bill number (i.e. SB1234 or HB4321

http://www.oklegislature.gov




CAYLIE HOLMAN
O K L A H O M A  F A R M  B U R E A U

F I E L D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  S P E C I A L I S T

C A Y I E H O L M A N @ O K F B . O R G

4 0 5 . 2 5 5 . 5 3 1 4

mailto:cayieholman@okfb.org
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